
Shari Swanson is the award-winning author of HONEY, THE DOG WHO SAVED ABE LINCOLN and GERTIE,
THE DARLING DUCK OF WWII. Shari is a former appellate lawyer and middle school language arts teacher.
She lives in Southern California with her husband and their ragdoll cats, Sabrina and Marie.
Shari is comfortable in both large and small group settings and is happy to work with the school or teacher(s) to
customize the school visit. 

A sample school visit might include:
Large assembly presentation of HONEY or GERTIE (45min-1 hr.)

Reading chosen book
Behind the scenes pictures, struggles, and historical tidbits of interest
Student participation
Q and A

Individual Class or small group visits to discuss a choice of
Elements of story: characters, conflict, setting, climax, resolution (Beginning, Middle, End for younger students)
Editing process/writing life
Non-fiction and sources. Pictures and primary source material discussed. With older students, Shari has a particular
fondness for helping students discern the strength of sources, the importance of corroboration, and how to pin down
direct evidence in deciding what facts are appropriate for a report or non-fiction book. 
Developing a class picture book or helping students craft their own.
Substantive discussions such as non-political patriotism (Gertie) or What If... (Honey) for older students
Custom

Book Signing

School Visits
www.shariswanson.com

Pricing for the 2024-5 School Year
$1000/day. Overnight lodging and mileage/travel reimbursement if school is outside Ventura County.



Shari’s debut picture book, HONEY, THE DOG WHO SAVED ABE LINCOLN
(HarperCollins 2020) was selected for the Scholastic Book Club and
Fair. It is a Junior Library Guild Gold Star selection, an Amazon Best
Book of the Month and Editors’ Choice for Non-Fiction, and on Bank
Street College’s Best Books of the Year, 2021 list. HONEY won the
2022 Kentucky Bluegrass Award. 

HONEY tells the non-fiction story of young Abe Lincoln and the dog he
rescued who later returned the favor when little Abe found himself
hopelessly stuck in a cavern. 

***

Shari’s  book, GERTIE, THE DARLING DUCK OF WWII (Sleeping Bear
Press, 2023) won a 2023 Silver California Eureka! award for
excellence in non-fiction, the Young People’s Literature Award,
from the Friends of American Writers, runner-up for World
Magazine’s Picture Book of the Year, and is a current nominee for
Washington’s Children’s Choice Awards. It is on the Bank Street
College’s Best Books of the year, 2024 list, 

GERTIE tells the non-fiction story of the duck who inexplicably
built her nest on a post high above the Milwaukee River in the
heart of downtown Milwaukee and captured the attention and
affections of the entire world during WWII, a dire time in our
country’s history. Her story brought hope and solace to a weary
world. 

www.shariswanson.com


